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MLA EIGHTH EDITION – WORKS CITED LIST 

 
Author. Title of source. Title of container, other contributors, version, number, Publisher, 

publication date, location. 

 

*Author: the author as such; the editor, translator, performer, creator; corporate author – Last 

name, name. 

 

* Title of source: - with italics: book; collection of essays, stories or poems; journal, magazine, 

newspaper; television series; website 

       - between inverted commas: essay, story, poem in a collection; article in a 

periodical; episode in a TV series; posting or article on a website; song or other piece of music 

on an album; a tweet untitled message; the subject of an e-mail message 

 

* Title of container: with italics: book that is a collection; periodical (journal, magazine, 

newspaper); website 

 

* Other contributors: adapted/ directed/ edited/ illustrated/ introduction/ narrated/ performance/ 

translated by  

 

* Version: edition: authorized, revised, expanded, updated, 7
th

 ed.  

                other media: unabridged version, director’s cut, version 1.3.1. 

 

* Number: volume; volume and issue no; seasons of a television series; episodes 

 

*Publisher: books – publishing house; film and television series – companies; websites – 

organizations; blog network – the publisher of the blog 

 - may be omitted – a periodical (journal, magazine, newspaper); a work published by its 

author or editor; a website whose title is essentially the same as the name of its publisher; a 

website not involved in producing the works it makes available  

 

*Location: page no; URL or Web address; DOI; television episode; place/institution (for the 

works of art); venue and city; DVD- disc no;  

 

*Optional elements: date of original publication; city of publication; total number of volumes; 

series name; transcript; lecture or other address; info about the prior publication; bill, report, 

resolution; date of access 

 

Examples: 

 

*one author 

 

Jacobs, Alan. The Pleasures of Reading in an Age of Distraction. Oxford UP, 2011. 

 

*multiple works by one author – the author’s name in the first entry only. Thereafter, type three 

hyphens; alphabetize the sources by their titles 
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*two authors 

 

Davis, Michael, and Louise Erdrich. The Crown of Columbus. HarperCollins Publishers, 1999. 

 

*three or more authors: 

 

Burdick, Anne, at al. Digital Humanities. MIT P, 2012. 

 

*Editor/translator/performer/creator 

 

Nunberg, Geoffrey, editor. The Future of the Book. U of California P, 1996. 

Peaver, Richard, and Larissa Volokhonsky, translators. Crime and Punishment. By Fyodor 

Dostoevsky, Vintage Books, 1993.  

Sullivan, Alan, and Timothy Murphy, translators. Beowulf. Edited by Sarah Anderson, Pearson, 

2004. 

 

*three or more editors 

 

Baron, Sabrina Alcorn, et al., editors. Agent of Change: Print Culture Studies after Elizabeth L. 

Eisenstein. U of Massachusetts P / Center for the Book, Library of Congress, 2007. 

 

*Pseudonyms and online usernames 

 

Stendhal. The Red and the Black. Translated by Roger Gard, Penguin Books, 2002. 

@persiankivii. “We have report of large street battles in east and west of Tehran now - 

#Iranelection.” Twitter, 23 June 2009, 11.15 a.m., 

twitter.com/persiankivi/status/2298106072 

Tribble, Ivan. “Bloggers Need Not Apply.” The Chronicle of Higher Education, 8 July 2005, 

chronicle.com/article/Bloggers-Need-Not-Apply/45022. 

 

*No author’s name 

 

Beowulf. Translated by Alan Sullivan and Timothy Murphy, edited by Sarah Anderson, Pearson, 

2004. 

 

*Corporate Author 

 

United Nations. Consequences of Rapid Population Growth in Developing Countries. Taylor and 

Francis, 1991.  

 

*published by an organization that is also its author 
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Reading at Risk: A Survey of Literary Reading in America. National Endowment for the Arts, 

June 2004. 

 

 

 

Other examples: 

 

Author. “Title of Source.” Title of Container 1, Number, Publication date, Location. Title of 

Container 2, Location. 

 

Goldmann, Anne. “Questions of Transport: Reading Primo Levi Reading Dante.” The Georgia 

Review, vol. 64, no. 1, 2010, pp 69-88, JSTOR, www.jstor.org/stable/41403188. 

 

“Title of Source.” Title of Container 1, Number, Publication date. Title of Container 2, Location. 

 

“Under the Gun.” Pretty Little Liars, season 4, episode 6, ABC Family, 16 July 2013. Hulu, 

www.hulu.com/watch/511318 

 

Author. Title of Source. Publisher, Publication date. Title of Container 2, Location. 

 

Gikandi, Simon. Ngwgi wa Thiong’o. Cambridge UP, 2000. ACLS Humanities E-Book, 

hdl.handle.net/2017/heb.07588.0001.001 

 

Author. “Title of Source.” Title of Container 1, other contributors, number, Publisher, 

Publication date, Location. Title of Container 2, Location. 

 

Poe, Edgar Alan. “The Masque of the Red Death.” The Complete Works of Edgar Alan Poe, 

edited by James A. Harrison, vol. 4, Thomas Y. Cromwell, 1902, pp. 250-58. HathiTrust 

Digital Library, babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=coo.31924079574368; view=1up; seq = 266 

 

Author. Title of Source. Other contributors 1, Publication date. Title of Container 2, Other 

contributors 2, number, Publisher, Publication date. 

 

Howells, W. D. Their Wedding Journey. Edited by John K. Reeves, 1968. A Selected Edition of 

W. D. Howells, general editor, Edwin H. Cady, vol. 5, Indiana UP, 1968-83. 

 

MLA EIGHTH EDITION – IN-TEXT CITATIONS 

 
*a parenthetical citation that directly follows a quotation is placed after the closing quotation 

marks. – page 

 

*author’s name – in the text itself or, abbreviated, before the page number in the parenthesis 

 

According to Naomi Baron, reading is “just half of literacy. The other half is writing” (194). 
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or 

 

Reading is “just half of literacy. The other half is writing” (Baron 194). 

 

*if block quotation – the parenthetical citation – after the concluding punctuation mark of the 

quotation 

 

 Text text text text text. (55) 

 

*works by more than one author with the same last name – author’s first initial, or the full first 

name 
 

*more works by the same author – short form of the source title 

 

Reading is “just half of literacy. The other half is writing” (Baron, “Redefining” 194) 

 

*title without author – the title 

 

Reading at Risk: A Survey of Literary Reading in America notes that “text text text” (3) 

 

or 

 

Despite an apparent decline in reading during the same period, “text text text” (Reading 3). 

 

*if paragraph – par. or pars., + number – (Chan, par. 41) 

 

*multiple editions = commonly studied novel, play, poem – page number plus division 

number – (533; vol. 3, ch. 17) 

 

*audio or video recordings – number of hours, minutes, seconds as displayed in your media 

player – (“Buffy” 00:03:16-17) 

 

*paraphrase – no inverted commas, the same type of parenthetical citation 

  

While reading may be the core of literacy, literacy can be complete only when reading is 

accompanied by writing (Baron 194). 

 

*when more than one source, list all the sources in the parenthetical citation, separating them 

with semicolons – (Baron 194; Jacobs 58) 

 

*Names of persons – with the exception of very famous persons (Shakespeare or Dante), state 

someone’s name fully the first time you use it in your discussion; in subsequent uses, you may 

refer to a person by his or her family name only (unless, of course, you refer to two or more 

persons with the same family name) 

 

*title of authors – omit Dr., Saint, Sir 
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 Augustine (not Saint Augustine) 

 Samuel Johnson (not Dr. Johnson) 

 Philip Sidney (not Sir Philip Sidney) 

 

*authors and fictional characters 

 Dante (Dante Aligheri) 

 Virgil (Publius Vergilius Maro) 

  

 Molière (Jean-Baptiste Poquelin) 

 George Eliot (Mary Ann Evans) 

 Mark Twain (Samuel Clemens) 

 

*italics and quotation marks 

 

Italics: book, novella, website 

 individual published editions of scriptural writings 

 

No italics:  - inverted commas - journal article, article on a website 

                  -no italics, no inverted commas – Scripture [Bible, Old Testament, Genesis, Gospels, 

Talmud, Koran, Upanishads]; Law, Acts, similar political 

documents [Magna Carta, Declaration of Independence, Bill of 

Rights, Treaty of Trianon] ; musical compositions identified by 

form, number, and key; series; conferences, seminars, 

workshops, and courses; preface, introduction, list of works 

cited, appendix, scene 7, stanza 20, chapter 2, bibliography, 

canto 32, act 4, index 

 

*shortened titles:  

 “Ode to a Nightingale” > “Nightingale” 

 All’s Well That Ends Well > AWW 

 NLRB vs. Yeshiva University > NLRB 

 

*titles within titles 

 *italicize a title normally indicated by italics when it appears within a title enclosed in 

quotation marks: 

   “Romeo and Juliet and Renaissance Politics” (an article about a play) 

   “Language and Childbirth in The Awakening” (an article about a novel) 

  

 *title normally indicated by quotation marks 

   “Lines after Reading ‘Sailing to Byzantium’” (a poem about a poem) 

   “The Uncanny Theology of ‘A Good Man Is Hard to Find’” (an article about a 

short story) 

 

 *quotations marks around a title normally indicated by quotation marks when it appears 

within an italicized title 

  “The Lottery” and Other Stories (a book of stories) 
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  New Perspectives on “The Eve of St. Agnes” (a book about a poem) 

 

  

*a normally italicized title within another italicized title > the title within> neither italicized, nor 

in quotation marks 

   Approaches to Teaching Murasaki Shikibu’s The Tale of Genji (a book about a 

novel) 

   From The Lodger to The Lady Vanishes: Hitchock’s Classic British Thrillers (a 

book about films) 

  

         

 

 

   


